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Zo the Ministers of the Central New York Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, by whose 
official courtesy I was invited to preach my 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL SERMON 


at their recent Annual Session in Elmira, and by 
whose official request I have been moved to publish 
the same, this clustered fruitage of my autumnal 


years ts 
Aftectionately Wedicated : 


with the prayer that this well-intended endeavor to 
glorify the Master, and to promote the welfare of 
his Church, by the exhibition, illustration, and en 
forcement of cardinal gospel truth, may still abide 
tn its influence for good when my voice is hushed in 
the silence o7 the tomb. 
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Subjects Discussed in the Sermon. 


PRINCIPAL THEME. 


The Law and Limitation of our Lord’s Miracles. 
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SUBORDINATE THEMES, 


- Our Lord’s Ability to perform Miracles. 

. The Limitation of our Lord’s Miracles. 

. The great Question to be Considered. 

. The Question still further Considered. 

- Our Lord an Original Man. 

. Complete Manhood manifested in Christ’s Mir- 


acles. 


. The Supreme Purpose of our Lord’s Miracles. 
. The Divine and the Human blended in his Mir- 


acles. 


. The Supreme Purpose of the Duplex Exhibition. 
. Unbelief an Impediment to Miracles. 


Faith insuring the performance of Miracles, 
Our Lord’s Miracles as Signs. 
The Supreme Motive of our Lord’s Miracles. 





PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS. 


. Office and Reasonableness of Faith. 

. Illustration from Faith in Nature and Providence. 
. Wisdom of Conforming to Method. 

. Necessity of Law or Method in Spiritual things. 
. Miracles in Spiritual Operations. 





APPENDIX. 


Difference of the Father’s Manifestations through 


Christ, from the Manifestations of the Incarnate 
‘Word, 
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HEN the Conference, a year ago, 
invited me to give a semi-centen- 
nial discourse at this year’s ses- 

sion, I immediately began to consider 
the question as to a suitable theme. I 
soon decided that I would not obtrude 
upon my auditors a discourse about 
“myself. 
_ Being a Christian minister, and expect- 
‘ing soon to be called to give an account 
of my ministerial stewardship, I desire, 
if it be possible, to preach a discourse 
suitable to the occasion, and relating par- 


ticularly to Christ. But what can I say - | 


about Christ that has -not been said a 
great many times already, and very much 
better than I can hope to say it myself? 

There is one aspect of Christology 
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‘that is not often-discussed or contem- — 


plated, that may, perhaps, be considered 
- with interest and advantage to all; for it 


involves important Gospel doctrines and 
has, indirectly, momentous practical — 


_bearings. It is the question of the Lzz- 
tiation of our Lord's Miracles. Why he 


sometimes wrought miracles and some- 


times did not. And why the did no? 
was equivalent to the could not. Or, in 
other words, why fazth secured and non- 
fatth prevented miracles. 


It is easy to formulate the fact of the | 


conditionality of our Lord’s miracles. 
_. But is it as easy to give the true reason 
for the conditionality itself? It is a 
question of profound import. What is 


the true rationale of our Lord’s miracles? — 


Why should human impotence be more 
effective than divine omnipotence? 
What is human cannot be more than 
finite. What is divine cannot be less 
than infinite. 


- 
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The subject commends itself to our 
patient, prayerful attention; not merely 
on account of its intrinsic importance as 
a matter of authentic history, but be-— 
cause there is reason to assume that sal- 
vation through Christ may be imparted 
or withheld by the same law of the 
divine procedure that regulated the per- 
formance of our Lord’s miracles. 

If so, it becomes a question of very 
great importance in its practical bear- . 
ings, and ought to interest all who wish 
to be saved, and all who wish to be in- 
-strumental in the salvation of others. 
We ought to be well informed of the 
divine method of salvation through 
Christ, and of the true reasons for this 
‘divine method. D. D. Buck. 
Geneva, N. Y., Oct, 20, 1887. 





INTRODUCTION. 





(UR text is Mark 6, 5. And He 
@ could there do no mighty work, save 
that He laid His hands upon a few sick 
folk, and healed them. 

Our text contains three essential 
truths. Two are expressed and one is 
implied. The two expressed truths are 
these: First, that our Lord possessed 
~ the power to perform miracles. Second, 

that sometimes he exercised that power 
and sometimes he did not. The implied 
truth is this: that the exercise of the 
power to perform miracles was regulated 
by some reason, equivalent toa law, that 
sometimes permitted and sometimes pre- 
vented their occurrence. 

This supplies our theme: 

The Law and Limitation of our Lord's 

Miracles. 


Pea: Introduction. . 


The term “law” is used in its primi- 
tive, philosophic import: ‘A uniform 
course of things; an established method 
- of operation;” as, for example, the law 
of sin in the members; the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus; the law of 
the mind; the law of Christ, etc. 


THE LAW AND LIMITATION OF OUR 
LORD'S MIRACLES. 


I. 


Our Lorp’s ABILITY TO PERFORM 
MIRACLES. 


1. OUR world was permitted to wit- 

ness many wonderful exhibitions of our 
Lord’s divine power. His miracles 
proved that God was with him. They 
__ demonstrated conclusively that in him 
dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily. When he displayed almightiness 
it was not power from without, but om- 
nipotence from within. 

2. And all the exhibitions of his won- 

der working power were ‘beneficently 
directed. He was the Saviour of men; 
not their destroyer. He was filled with 
-kindly sympathies. He was touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities. He 
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boré our griefs, and he carried our sor- 


rows. All his outgoings of omnipotence 
for the relief of human  wretchedness 
were as spontaneous as the outbeamings 
of the sun. 

3. With such a divinity and such a 
humanity blended into one personal 


_ identity, he was a complete Saviour. In 


his human nature he was the firstborn 
among many brethren. In his divine 


nature he was the outbeaming of the 


Father’s glory, and the express image of 
his person. The infinite excellence and 
power of divinity and the susceptibili- 
ties and perfections of complete human- 
ity were vitally united in one duplex 
personal identity. He was God; he was 
man. God with God, man with men; 


‘with double consciousness; the one Lord 


and Saviour ; the true Christ ; the clearly 
predicted and the long expected Re- 
deemer; Immanuel. 

4. Asa man thus endowed and relat- 
ed, he seemed to possess irresistible 
effectiveness. Scorching fevers were 
quenched at his bidding. Palsied limbs 
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felt renewed pulsations of returning life 
if he but touched them. Blindness 
could not film out the light if he laid his 
finger to the eye. Deafness could not 
imprison the soul in silence if he said to 
the sealed up ear, “Be opened.” To the 
maimed there came lost members, and 
to the halt came leaping activity at the 
vitalizing touch of his hand. Leprosy 
flung its embodied pollutions at his feet 
with a cry for mercy, and sprung up in- 
 stantly cleansed by the touch of his 


-. hand or the breath of his lips. And 


demons, singly in single individuals, 
combined by sevens, or congregated in 
furious" legions, yielded to his command 
to depart, and left their hapless victims. 

5. He invaded the empire of death 
and rescued captives from beneath his 
scepter. The widow’s dead son arose 
from his bier at his bidding as he was 
being borne to his burial. ‘“ Lazarus, 
come forth,” uttered by his lips, un- 
barred the doors of death and brought 
forth the dead, putrefied brother, living 
and blooming, to meet the embrace of 
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his wondering, weeping sisters. “7Za- 
litha cumt,”’ pronounced by him, recalled 
the spirit of the ruler’s daughter and 
restored her to her astonished parents. | 

6. When famishing multitudes were to 
be fed in the desert, and they had only 
the provisions that a lad could carry, he 
did not empty the garners of all the 
region around, nor exhaust the teeming 
waters of Galilee to furnish a supply. — 
He converted the five barley cakes into 
a storehouse, and caused the two dead 
fishes to multiply, until the hungry thou- 
sands were filled, and the fragments re- 
maining exceeded the original supply. 

7. When, with utter exhaustion, he 
slept at night upon the troubled waters, 
and stormy Galilee gathered all its bil- 
lows, about to bury the boat, as he 
reposed upon a pillow at the stern, he 
heeded not the howl of the tempest, the 
thunder of the waves, nor the violent 
turbulence of the boat. Nothing could 

awake him but the ery of alarm and 
_ despair: “ Master! Master! carest thou 
not that we perish?"’ Then he arose 
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_and rebuked the tempest, and it instantly 


hushed toa zephyr. And he chided the 
raging sea, and the-huge angry surges, 
with lamb-like docility, crouched quietly 
at his feet. 

_ 8. Mountains and valleys, deserts and 
fertile regions, hamlets and populous 
cities, the sea, the shore, the cottage, the 
palace, the synagogue, the temple, the 
wayside, were but so many theaters of 
his action, where he labored and suffered 
asa man, and willed and commanded 
and triumphed as God. 

2 
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THE LIMITATION OF OUR Lorp’s | 
MIRACLES. 


I. SUCH was the wonderful personage 
who could do no mighty work at Naza- 
reth. Elsewhere his look, his word, his - 
work, were the look, the word, the work 
of almightiness. His humanity seemed 
to be overshadowed by-his divinity. At 
Nazareth restraining influences seemed 
to fetter the engeries of the infinite. 
The divine seemed to be lost in the 
human. 

2. At Nazareth he could do no mighty 
work. At other places where Jesus 
would he could. At Nazareth, where 
Jesus would, he could not. - Yet at Naz- 
areth Jesus was not alone. The Father 
was ever with him. - It was divinity that 
wrought when he laid his hands upon a 
few sick folk and healed them. It was 
divinity that was hindered when no- 
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mighty work could be done. It was not 
from lack of disposition to bless, when 
blessings were withheld. Our Lord was 
the same at Nazareth that he was in all 
other localities. How can this mystery 
be explained ? : 

3. From a parallel passage we learn 
that the hinderance to infinite power 
and goodness was unbelief. Something 
in the finite successfully withstood the 
infinite. While the mercy tides were 

elsewhere freely flowing for the healing 
‘and cleansing of multitudes, unbelief 
met the approaching mercy-wave at the 
borders of Nazareth, and said, Thus far 
shalt thou come and no further; and the © 
mercy-tide was stayed. The few sick 
that were healed at Nazareth had come 
‘near enough to Jesus by faith to feel the 
sprinklings of the spray of mercy that 
dashed over the strand of unbelief. 

4. And now it becomes pertinent to 
inquire, How did unbelief effect its 
fatal purpose? Did it change the loving 
_ disposition of our Lord, so that he did 
not desire to impart blessings? Didthe 
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sun at Nazareth shine upon-a Saviour 
less kindly hearted than at Bethany or 
Bethsaida? Did unbelief in the creature 
wrest the controlling scepter from the 
grasp of the Creator? How explain this 
marvelous thing? The less overcomes 
the greater. Can the human ever be 
more than finite? -Can the divine ever 
be less than infinite? 

5. What means the “could not ” ’ that 
successfully hindered the outgoings of 
divine mercy? Does it still exist any- 
where? Does it operate in the same 
way? Are there any Nazareths now, 
where the Son of man is known? Is 
unbelief in these days as effectually fatal 
as it was in those days? What is the 
real nature of this finite hinderance to 
the infinite 2 : 

6. Itis manifest that it is not physical. 
It must be moral in itsdevelopment. It 
does not change the disposition of divin- 
ity, nor does it overpower almightiness 
when the antagonistic forces come into 
conflict. It must bea moral impediment 
originating with men and fatally affect- 
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ing relative conditions. The “could not” 
that prevented the divine Saviour from 
imparting mercy was the “could not” of 
unsuitableness; the impossibility of 
‘impropriety. Just as it is impossible for 
God to lie, as the Scriptures affirm. Our 
conclusion, then, is this: that unbelief 
hinders the outgoings of infinite mercy 
by placing an impropriety in the path- 
way. And, furthermore, that the im- 
pediment is of such a nature, and the 
conditions affected by it of such a kind, 
that to interfere by a forceful removal 
of the impediment, or an irresistible 
alteration of relative conditions, would 
involve still greater impropriety, and, in 
its ultimate effects, would be less bene- 
ficial to mankind than to let things 
_ remain as they are. 
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Ill. 


THE GREAT QUESTION TO BE CON- 
SIDERED, 


1. This brings us to the direct and 
important question to be answered: 
Why should unbelief on the part of man 
be a fatal hinderance to the exercise of 
mercy on the part of God? And this 
question derives inexpressible impor- 
tance from the fact that it may equally 
involve the reasons that actuate the di- 
vine administration now and evermore 
in the giving: and in the withholding of 
saving mercy. It is byno means a ques- 
tion for idle speculation. It has a piaes 
tical bearing on present character, as 
well as upon future destiny. It is a 
question for all peoples and for all 
times, especially in Christian lands. Sal- 
vation by faith, condemnation through 
unbelief, may be awarded by the same 
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law that permitted or prevented miracles 
in ie days of our Lord. 
. Let us carefully inquire into fais 
. The divine Being is neither arbitrary 
- nor changeful. He is always actuated 
- by adequate reasons. He never requires 
or prohibits ; he never withholds or im- 
parts, but from reasons that harmonize 
with his holy and benevolent nature. 
It would be impeachment of the Infi- 
~ nite to assume that in so important a 
matter, or, indeed, in any matter, the 
divine: Being would bless, or refrain 
from blessing, without established laws 
that govern his proceedings. And it 
- would be equally unwise to assume that 
these governing principles were not 
founded in manifest proprieties, and 
were not indispensable to the exercise — 
and safety of the administration of prov- 
idence and grace.’ Whatever. else is ar- 
bitrary or mutable, we must and should — 
believe that God is unchangeable in 
his purpose and consistent in all his 
ways. 
<3: Lege reflections apply to the sub- 


\ 
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ject in hand. They will help us to right 
convictions as we make the application. 
We must keep in mind this cardinal 
doctrine of divine revelation ; namely, 
that Jesus Christ, the Sox of God, was 
also the Son of Man. In other words, 
he was the divine Word incarnate: God 
manifested in the flesh. This is, indeed, 
a great mystery, as St. Paul himself de- 
clared it to be. But however great the 
mystery, it is a mystery distinctly and 
variously revealed in the holy book. 

4. Nicodemus was an intelligent rea-’ 
soner when he said to our Lord, in 
reference to his wonderful works, “No 
man can do the miracles which thou 
doest except God be with him.” He 
clearly perceived that Jesus ‘Was a man, 
and he just as clearly perceived that 
Jesus, the man, performed the works of 
God. The manifest humanity and the 
evident divinity met in the man Jesus. 
It was God, dwelling in the man Jesus, 
who-did the work when miracles were 
wrought. It was God, dwelling in the 
man. Jesus, who was prevented from 
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working when miracles were prevented. 
The “could not” that hindered from 
working, when miracles were prevented, 
appertained to the same nature that 
could,” when miracles were performed. 
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ry. 


THE CHIEF QUESTION STILL FURTHER 
CONSIDERED. 


1. And we must keep in mind another 
cardinal and kindred truth of divine rev-- 
elation. This additional truth results 
_ from the former and it is equally im- 
portant for us to consider, if we would 
attain to a distinct apprehension of our 
theme. The kindred additional truth is 
this: Jesus, our Lord, was not only God 
manifest in the flesh—that is, manifest  -~ 
_inconnection with atrue human nature— 
but he was at the same time God man- 
ifested through the flesh. There were 
real manifestations of the indwelling 
divinity through, and by means of, 
Christ’s real humanity. These various 
manifestations of the real divinity were 
necessarily limited, and variously modi- 
fied, to harmonize with the proper char- 4 
acter and human proprieties of that rea/ 
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human nature in which and through 
which the divine manifestations were 
made. 

_ 2. Besides the bestowment of mi- 
raculous mercy to mankind, another im- 
portant purpose was to be accom- 
plished. It was just as necessary, in 
the divine purposes, that the’ real 
manhood of Jesus should be preserved 
and revealed, in its own inherent per- 
fections and proprieties, as it was that 
the divine nature should be, in and 
through Christ, manifested in its real 
and distinguishing attributes and pro- 
prieties. 

~3. It was not an angel nor a super- 
human man that God selected as the 
flesh in which the divine Word became 
incarnated, and in which and. through 
‘which these duplex manifestations were 
made. It was the man Jesus; the seed 
of Abraham; the Son of Mary. He 
was a genuine maz, neither more nor 
less; bone of our bone, flesh of our 
flesh, soul of our soul. His body 
was a real body, like ours; his soul was 
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a real soul, like ours: The “all things ” 
in which it behooved him to be made 
like unto his brethren could not have 
excluded the chief essentials of our real 
humanity. 


- 
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Lf 


CHRIST AN ORIGINAL MAN. 


1. But what shall we say of the super- 
natural birth of our Lord? The super- 
naturalness of his birth did not change 
the real human nature that was born. 
It was only a return to the supernatural 
beginning of genuine humanity, for the 
purpose of securing an original specimen 
of manhood, incorrupt and immortal. 
The first Adam was an original man, 
completely human, although he had a 
supernatural origin. The supernatural- 
ness was in the method of origination, 
not in the manhood thus originated. 

2. So Jesus, our Lord, the second 
Adam, was a real and complete man, 
notwithstanding the supernaturalness of 
his origin. He was born of a virgin 
mother, through a divine conception, as 
the first Adam, by a divine conception, 
was born of the virgin dust. Is was this 
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second Adam, this perfect, original man, 
that the wisdom of God selected to ef- 
fect human redemption. It was this 
complete and real humanity that was to 
be revealed in connection with the man- 
ifestations of the real indwelling di- 
vinity. 
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VI. 


COMPLETE MANHOOD MANIFESTED IN 
Our Lorp’s MIRACLES. 


1. But in order to manifest the com- 
plete man, as being not less nor more nor 
other than man, the natural limitations 
and proprieties of genuine manhood were 
to be always respected. Hence the neces- 
sity of the look, the word, the touch, by 
which miraculous energy was exercised. 
‘The proprieties of the human nature re- 
quired it. So the use of clay, in open- 
ing the eyes of the blind; the voice, in 
exorcising demons; the hand, in sub- 
duing a fever; the word, or the touch, 
in raising the dead. 

2. The divine nature that wrought the 
miracles did not need these intermedial 
conditions; but the human nature, 
through which the divine acted and was 
manifested, did need these intermediate 
conditions, in order to maintain its pro- 
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prieties of method and its natural limi- 
tations. 

3. Hence, also, the necessity of per- 
sonal application to Jesus, in order to 
secure for one’s self or for others the 
miraculous blessing. The divine nature 
might maintain its proprieties by oper- 
ating invisibly and every-where. The 
human nature, to comport with its pro- — 
prieties, must operate visibly and some- 
where. The divine nature could have 
‘healed the demoniac on the coast of 
Tyre and Sidon as well without the ap- 
plication of the mother as with, but 
the human proprieties of the case ren- 
dered it necessary that application 
should be made to the man Jesus, in 
whom the divine nature dwelt, and 
through whom the divine nature was 
manifested. 

The distinct personal identities_ of 
these two distinct personalities—that i is, 
the godhead and the manhood—were to 
be associatedly exhibited in the one du- 
plex personality of our Lord, without 
being confounded. 
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THE SUPREME PURPOSE OF OUR 
LorRpD’s MIRACLES. 


1. The ultimate purpose of our Lord’s 
miracles did not terminate with the 
blessing conferred upon the various sub- 
jects. There was something else also 
intended. Divine wisdom gave im- 
portant revelations through miracles. 
Fundamental doctrines were thus es- 
tablished. And this was one of them, 
to wit: that in Jesus Christ, the Eternal 
Word made flesh, two entire, distinct 
and perfect natures—that is, the God- 
head and the manhood—were vitally 
united in one duplex personality. This 
is the great distinguishing doctrine of 
the Christian dispensation. 

2. If men witnessed the exhibition of 
divine power, those exhibitions must be 
made in a way that would prove that 
the divine energy dwelt in the person of 
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the man Jesus. They might be as- 
tounded by the mystery, but they should 
be convinced of the reality. They should 
be so convinced of the superhumanity 
of the works performed, and of their un- 
mistakable divinity, that to deny the di- 
vine character of the works, and attribute 
them to the only other superhuman 
power that they recognized, would be a 
sin that hath never forgiveness, neithér 
in this world nor in the world to come. 
3. Yet all these divine manifestations 


by and through the man Jesus were, in 


the ultimate purpose, so conformed to 
the limitations and peculiarities of his 
complete human nature, that it was just 
as evident that he was a real man, as 
that the divine nature that dwelt in him 
was verily God. Each nature was to be 
exhibited complete in itself, and yet 
each was necessarily modified in its 
manifestations by the other. 

4. It is historic that, during the life- 
time of the apostles, two distinct here- 
sies were developed in the Church re. 
specting the person of our Lord. The 
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“one, recognizing the real Godhead in 
Christ, denied his real manhood. The 
other, recognizing his proper humanity, 
denied his real divinity. The Apostle 

_ John evidently wrote his Gospel and his. 
Epistles with both these errors in view. 

5. The fullness of the Godhead bodily 

- dwelling vitally in the manhood of the 
Lord Jesus, and the reality and the com- 
pleteness of that manhood, as the se- | 
lected residence and vital instrument of 
incarnate divinity, appear to have been 

the cardinal revelations that our Lord’s 

_ miracles were designed to authenticate. 
- Other miracles by other persons at other 

times had their especial intention also, 

and their specific and peculiar adapta- 
tions. : 


NN 


36 The Law and Limitation of - 


VIIt. 


THE DIVINE AND THE HUMAN BLEND- 
ED IN OUR LorD’s MIRACLES. |» 


1. In conformity with the principles 


- already stated, we should expect to ob- 


serve in all the miracles performed by 


-our Lord distinct revealments of his 


complete humanity in connection with 
his real divinity. The two natures were 
to be simultaneously distinguished in 


the same transaction, so that our Lord 
could. say, in respect of himself, what 


no other man could say: He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father. Hence 
also- the accompanying word, Believe 
me, that I am in the Father and the 
Father in me, or else believe me for the 
very works’ sake. 

2. To secure this blended duplex 
manifestation the miracles of our Lord 
were, in some respects, peculiar. Words 
of omnipotence were uttered by hu- 
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man lips; works of almightiness were 
wrought by human hands. The con- 
viction must be impressed upon all im- 
pressible minds that it was certainly 
God who did the works, by and through 
‘the man who was seen to do them. 

3. But in the nature of the case these 
exhibitions of infinite power had to be 
modified so as to conform to the limita- 
tions of that selected manhood through 

-which they were made. The miracle- 
working power of Jesus was divine 
almightiness modified by human weak- 
ness. The labors of Jesus were divine 
solicitudes journeying about, toiling and 
suffering, in a human soul and body. 
The prayers of Jesus. were divine 
promptings, pulsating through a human 
‘spirit and breathing through human de- 
sires. The benevolence of Jesus was 
divine affection glowing in a human 
heart. and gleaming in a human coun- 
_ tenance. The tears of Jesus were the 
_compassions of Godhead melting through 
manhood. 
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IX. 


‘ 


SUPREME PURPOSE OF THE DUPLEX 
EXHIBITION. 


1. It was vastly important to main- 
tain all the proprieties of the human 
during its occupancy and agency in dis- 
playing the divine. Otherwise, although 
the divine might be plainly exhibited, 
-the human might be obscured, and it 
might not be certainly known that Jesus 
was really a man, the seed of Abraham. 
If he had appeared to be other, or more 
than man when he performed super; 
human deeds, it would have obscured 
_ both natures instead of revealing each of 
them distinctly. Divinity would not 
have seemed so manifestly divine, and 
the humanity not so palpably human. 
This may be illustrated: 

-2. If we should see a mountain over- 
turned by some superhuman monster 
whose titanic arms could embrace a hun- 
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dred hills; whose far-reaching hands 
might scoop the billows of the Atlantic ~ 
and the Pacific at the same moment; 
so tall that his locks might become en- 
tangled among the lunar crags, we 
might not know but that stalwart mon- 
ster performed the astounding miracle 
_by the prodigous mightiness of his own 
native bone and muscle. God would 
not be so distinctly manifest in the mir- 
acle, and no one could suppose it was 
the work of a man. But if the same 
prodigy should be performed by one no 
larger and no stronger than ourselves; 
- if we should observe the firmness of his 
features as he willed the act, and the 
tension of his muscles as he put forth 
the effort, we should know beyond a 
doubt that, although it was a man that 
did the miracle, it was almightiness oper- 
‘ating with and through the man that 
effected the result. The divinity dis- 
played through the limitations of the 
_ finite performing the superhuman work. 
would appear more conspicuously divine, 
and the active man, superhumanly em- 
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powered, would still be manifestly hu- 
man. eg Se 

3. With such needful modifications of 
the exhibitions of our Lord’s divine 
power, to comport with the limitations 
and proprieties of his real humanity, we. 
may easily understand why miraclés 
were not performed by our Lord except 
in such conditions as would direct atten- 
tion to the wonderful man by whom 
and through whom the divine nature 
was displayed. The ultimate intention 
of his miracles required this. It was a 
divine method of attesting the twofold 
nature and relations of Jesus, as well as 
to prove the divinity of his mission. 
- His miracles were more than wonders in 
~ the bestowment of blessings to men. 
They were revealments and demonstra- 
tions of important facts and basal Chris- 
tian doctrines. 

4. On this account the miracles of 
Christ were always signs, although signs 
were not always miraculous. The sign 
character and intent of his miracles seem 
to have been so understood by our Lord 
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himself. ‘I have greater witness,” said 
he, ‘than that of John; for the works 
that the father hath given me to finish, 
the same works that I do, bear witness 
that the Father hath sent me.” And 
again, “ The Father that dwelleth in me, 
he doeth the works. Believe me, that 
Iam inthe Father, and the Father in 
me; or else believe me for the very 
works’ sake.” * 








* See Appendix. 
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UNBELIEF AS A HINDERANCE TO 
MIRACLES. 


1. We are now prepared more dis: 
tinctly to consider the “could not” of 
tmpropriety that prevented the mighty 
works that might otherwise have been 
done at Nazareth. The groundwork of 
all the hinderance was unbelief. In his 
own country and among his kin Jesus 
was a prophet without honor. There 
he was only the carpenter’s son; the 
child of Joseph and Mary. The as- 
tounding reports of his miracles else. 
where, perhaps greatly exaggerated, to 
the Nazarenes were evidences of impost- 
ure, insanity, or satanic possession. 

2. Of course these unbelievers were 
not inclined to make application to the 
despised and rejected prophet, either 
for themselves or for others. Without ~ 
application to Jesus there was no oppor- 
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B tunity for him to exhibit divine’ energy 
in performing miracles, in conformity 
- with the limitations and proprieties of 


a his complete human nature. He might, 
as divine, with or without an applica- 
tion, have healed all the sick in that | 


_ region and in every other. But how 
_ could this have answered the ultimate 
- intention of his miracles? How could 
-- it have been God manifested in and 
through the flesh? It might, indeed, 
have been a “ mighty work” and a great 
“wonder.” But how could it have been 
a sign to demonstrate the divine mission - 
of Jesus as the Saviour? * 





* The word often used to denote our Lord’s miracle is ~ 
__ semeion, which primarily means a s7gz. 
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FAITH INSURING THE PERFORMANCE 
OF MIRACLES. 


1. The exercise of divine power, with- 
out evident connection with Christ’s 
humanity, could not have been a sign of 
his twofold nature and relations. It 
could not have been a proof that he was 
sent by the Father. It could not have 
glorified the Godhead.in Jesus, or Jesus 
in the Godhead. In other words, it 
could not have effected the supreme in- 
tent of his miracles. 

2. It is not difficult to perceive how 
faith secured the suitable conditions and 
the ultimate purpose of our Lord’s mir- 
acles, and thereby insured the perform- 
ance of them. See this illustrated in 
the case of the leper. He is afflicted 
with a distressing, loathsome, incurable 
disease. There is no hope for him in 
human remedies or in natural recovery. 
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_ The people generally understood this 
as well as the king of Israel to whom 
the leprous Naaman was sent, when he 
exclaimed, “ Am I God, to kill and make 
alive, that this man doth send to me to 
recover a man of. leprosy?” The as- 
tonishing cures effected by our Lord are 
reported all through the land. The. 
leper hears, and is inspired with hope for 
himself. His faith may not be perfect, 
but it is sufficient to induce him to make 
application to the wonderful Healer for 
help. He approaches. The repelled 
multitudes give way and permit the pol- 
luted sufferer to fall at the Saviour’s 
feet. The wondering people with in- 
tense interest watch the result. Every 
thing in the unfortunate leper’s case is 
supplication, and it is needless to mul- 
tiply words. His beseeching look, his 
indescribable wretchedness, his utter 
helplessness—all is prayer to the mer- 
ciful One. He has a little faith, and 
this he earnestly expresses: “Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” 
The ability is recognized, but is there 
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the disposition? All attention is now 
directed to Jesus, to whom the appeal 
_ is made. Itisenough. The proprieties 
of the case are secured. The miracle 
may answer its immediate and its ulti- _ 
mate purposes. Waiting mercy is free 
to move. It needs but a word and a 
touch, The thealing hand is extended. 
The omnipotent word is uttered: gS 
will: be thou clean.” The work is done. 
The people see and wonder. It is known 
to be the work of God, but Jesus is seen 
to perform it. God is glorified in Jesus. 
_ Jesus is glorified in God. Each is man- 
ifest through the other.’ The outward - 
human and the indwelling divine, con- 
jointly acting, separately distinguished, . 
are glorified together. 

3. Behold another. He is unable to 
present himself. But mark how faith 
gives strength and hope to the helpless. 
He has the body and limbs of a man, but 
they are useless. General paralysis has 
withered his physical life down to its 
deepest roots. He is practically a 
breathing dead man. But he has one — 


~ 
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thing that is better than physical life. 
He has faith, and so have his friends. 
If the paralytic can oily have his case 
presented to the wonder-working Proph- 
et, they believe the palsy can be 
- cured.” But the great Healer, who im- 
- parts health by a touch and life by a_ 
breath, is yonder, over the hills, at Ca- 
pernaum. They will apply to him. 
This is the established order of proceed- 
ing. Faith quickens the ear to hear 
good tidings. It clarifies the vision to 
discover remedies. It is ingenious to_ 
invent. If the breathing corpse is not 
- fully alive himself, his helpers are, and 
~ their hands and feet shall be borrowed 
for the occasion. So faith lifts up the 
helpless man to the shoulders of his 
friends, and now we see them trudging 
along with their heavy burden over the 
hills to. Capernaum. Unbelief points 
' the finger and derides them as they pass 
along. But faith heeds it not. They 
arrive at Capernaum. They find the 
house where the great Healer is reported 
‘+o be. But an excited, selfish crowd © 
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have blocked up every avenue of access 
to the house, and there seems to be no 
way to come near to Jesus. They as- 
cértain that he“is in the house, in-the 
large interior court, and that there is only 
a temporary roof above him. _ So, as the" 
harp of Orpheus charmed the rocks from 
the quarry into towns and temples, faith 
transports the helpless paralytic from 
the ground to the top of the house 
above the multitude within. The roof © 
vanishes. Cords and bands appear, 
charmed from the distance, or created 
on the spot. Now faith carefully bun- 
‘dles and trusses up the withered, help- 
less man into a package convenient to 
handle. When all is ready faith takes 
the living bundle of death in her steady 
hand _ and lets it slowly, carefully down, 
right in the midst of the astonished mul- 
titude. Jesus looks up. He compre-_ 
hends it all at a glance. The sick, the 
dead and the dying have usually found 
their way to him, or he to them, by the 
wayside, by the seashore, or coming 
through doors and windows. But now 


Our Lord's Miracles. _ 49 


they begin to come down from the skies, 
as if they had gone up to heaven to find” 
relief, and finding no Healer there, had 
come back again to the earth in quest. 
of him here. It is enough. The pro- 
‘prieties of the case are secured. The 
miracle will accomplish its supreme pur- 
. pose. The divine word that forgives the 
sin and cures the disease is pronounced 
by human lips. The sinner is instantly 
forgiven. The paralytic is as instantly 
cured. He springs up from the ground. 
He takes up his bed and departs in sight 
of all. It is the work of God, but Jesus 
erforms it. The miracle is a sign as 
wellasamercy. Divinity and human- 
ity operate conjointly in one personality. 
God is manifested through Jesus. Jesus 
is glorified through God. The blended 
manifestation effects its duplex inten- 


tion. 


4. And so in the case of the ruler’s 
daugliter, An examination of all the, 
_ particulars of that very remarkable res- 
* toration to life will show its wise adap- 
tation to effect the moral intention of 
4 


% 
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tion of the dead child must have been 
overwhelmingly convincing.. A miracle 
was wrought by a personage who was 
outwardly seen and known to be only a 
man, but possessing and exercising the 


~power of God. 

5. The new dispensation could eee 
. have been established, with its  distin- 
~ guishing characteristics, if the miracles 


of our Lord had not been adapted to 
demonstrate his vital union with real 
divinity, by whose almightiness the heal- 
ing wonders were effected through visi- 
ble human agency. 


6. Now all this was secured through 


' the ‘miracle, as well as its beneficent pur- — 
pose as an act of mercy. The result of 
the application to Christ for the restora- 


intelligent faith. And this faith had~ 


largely the important element of. trust; 


_ trust instead of demonstration. Such 


faith naturally inspired-hope and stimu- 
lated appropriate action and _ fervent 


prayer. It secured all the moral pro- — 


prieties of the case and made the miracle 


, suitable to its supreme intention. The — 
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desired mercy was secured, and the di- 
vine lesson was inculcated. 

7. Unbelief, from the lack of the hope 
that prompts to appropriate action, and 
the expectation that encourages prayer, © 
always prevented miracles by failing to 
secure the suitable conditions, and. fail- 
ing to provide the opportunities that the 
nature of the case required. And, fur- 
‘thermore, unbelief, where the conditions 
_ of faith are secured, is subjective unfit- 
ness for the reception of miraculous 
blessings. 
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XII. 


'.° Our Lorp’s MIRACLES AS SIGNS. 


1, ALL the miracles of our Lord were 
intended to be szgus, for the purpose of 
establishing his- heavenly mission .and 
to demonstrate the fact of his complete 
duplex nature and relations, appertaining 
‘to the human and the divine. As 
already stated, our Lord’s miracles were _ 
more than divine benefactions. They 
were logical demonstrations of chief 
foundation doctrines of the Christian 
religion. Careful investigation of all 
the recorded miracles will give assurance 
of this. What could not so well be 
taught by the strictly verbal method, 
which is chiefly addressed to the intel- 
lect, is more potently demonstrated to 
’ the senses by significant SIBNS. » *, 

_2. Many of the peculiarities in the 
S performance of our Lord’s miracles may 
be accounted for by keeping this in 
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mind. It easily explains some things 
otherwise inexplicable in our Lord’s pro- 
ceedings: It does away with the neces- 
~ sity of improbable conjecture and ground- 
less fancies. Take, for example, the 
long~delay and the apparent reluctance 
in yielding to the importunate interces- 
sion of the Syro-Phenician mother in 
behalf of her poor lunatic child on the 
coast of Tyre and Sidon. As the sub- 
ject of the miracle could not be present 
so that the miraculous healing could be 
witnessed, and as our Lord did not in- 
tend that the poor lunatic should suffer 
a moment longer than was necessary, he 
seems to have determined to cure her 
immediately, before her mother’s return 
and when no one could witness his agency 
_in performing the work. But in order that 
- his connection with the miracle should 
be convincing, and the moral intent of 
it secured, it was necessary that the con- _ 
’ duct of the mother should be so remark- 
able as to excite unusual interest in her _ 
behalf. It could not have been. from- | 
unwillingness to show mercy te the 
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_ afflicted, but from desire to make the . 
miracle more effective in exciting hope 
for others, that our Lord so long delayed 
to answer.the mother’ s i hahaa # sup- 
plication. 


md 
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XIII. 


_ SUPREME MOTIVE OF OUR Lorp’s 
MIRACLES. 


-1, The supreme motive of divine mer- 
cy was to awaken faith in the witnesses 
of the act, and to stimulate appro- 
priate action in others that might lead 
them to apply, for themselves or for — 
others, to the wonderful Healer. Where 
this could not be done by their person- 
ally witnessing the miraculous act, and 

our Lord’s direct connection with it, the 
same effect might be secured, perhaps, in 
gome other way. The story of the con- 
‘duct of the Syro-Phenician mother and 
“the cure of her afflicted daughter has 
been from that time to this one of the 
most influential narratives of miraculous 
healing that can be found in the gospels. 
2. So, likewise, the purposed delay of 
four days in the case of the resurrection 
of Lazarus. . Just in proportion-to the 
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undeniable proof of our Lord’s direct 
Personal agency in the performance of 
miracles would be the convincing influ-— 
- ence upon the people. And just in pro-— 
portion to this would be our. Lord’s 
influence over them to do them good, 
and to benefit others who. might~ be_ 
affected by their testimony. The more 
wonderful the miracle, and the more 
direct his connection with it, the greater 
its convincing effect. 

3. The resurrection of Lazarus at 
Bethany by the power of Christ in Perea, 
where he first heard of his death, while 
it might have secured the immediate be- 
neficent intent of it, would not have 
secured the supreme purpose, which was 
to demonstrate that, while Jesus was 
really a man—a man of human sensibil- 
ities—yet he exercised the power of God. — 
The resurrection of Lazarus as soon as 
he died could not have been as effectual _ 
in producing right convictions as his 
being restored to ae after being four 
days dead. 

4.-In its sdanidaes to. human intelli- 
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gence it was a chief element in the 
administration of mercy to give the 
widest extension and the most weighty 
influence to the divinely appointed econ- 
omy of salvation for mankind. And this 
requires fazth ; real, intelligent, practical 
- faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; not as 
the divine Word merely; not as the man 
Sesus merely; but as the divine Word 
made flesh in the complete human nature 
of Fesus, the seed of Abraham, the Son 
of Mary. Our Lord’s miracles were in- 
tended to demonstrate this, and so were 
the miracles that were afterward 
wrought in his name. 

5. Unbelief is at the same time man’s’ 
greatest guilt and his greatest misfort- 
une. His guilt, in refusing the greatest 
_ demonstration of divine truth «his 
misfortune, in shutting himself out, 
through his unbelief, from the divine 
agency and method of redeeming 
mercy. ee" 

6, What we most need of things ap- 
pertaining to faith is not the conviction 
‘of cause merely, in accounting for effects, 


~ 
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but of actual operative personality in the 
cause, ~ : 

This is especially true in cases of un- 
usual preternatural effects—that is, the 
miraculous. Where such effects are pro-. 
duced without the manifestation of fer- 
sonality in the cause they will be attrib- 
uted to occult laws and tendencies, to 
4 chance, to fate, to any thing, indeed, 
rather than to. intentionally stay 

personal, agency. 
Not only will there be the entire 
failure of the convincing purpose of such 
preternatural works, but the natural ten- ~ 
dency will be to. Atheism, or to Agnos- 
ticism, which is but another name for 
substantially the same thing. 

7. Ifthe real human personality of our 
Lord had not been plainly exhibited in. 
alliits human limitations and propricties 
whem he performed superhuman works, 
his real manhood would not have been 
exalted or even recognized by the peo- 


ple, whowwere so slow to believe when his ._, 


miracles were wrought. He would have 
been a as other or more than. 
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man. In this way the true doctrine of 
the divine Word becoming flesh. could ” 
- not have been proved. epee aia! 

* 8. In accounting forthe conditionality 

~ of our Lord’s miracles, when the hinder- 

~ ance to them is considered, it is impor- 

"tant to remember that there was always 
an important moral purpose to be effect- 

-ed, as well as the beneficent deed for 
the good of the subject. 

“ g, Sometimes the preternatural visita- 
tions of God upon nations, cities and 
peoples, are punitive; being intended to 
teach the actuality of divine lordship and 

“the guilt and punishment of transgress- 

ors. . The judicial infliction is not the 

' only thing intended. _ Zhe lesson to be 

- learned is also taught in the judgments 
inflicted. 
10. But in all our Saviour’s miracles, 
as in all his words and ordinary doings, 
there was never any direct infliction of 
punishment upon mankind. His mission 
was not to judge, to condemn, nor to 
punish. It was entirely and only a mis- 
~ sion of mercy. His mission, like his in- 












-. 
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carnation and sacrificial death, was an_ 
exhibition of divine love for the human . 
race. Salvation for sinners was the su- 
preme purpose of all his activities and 
Christly. relations. All his miracles were’ 
in the direct line of his benevolent 
‘mediatorial interposition. 
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PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS. 





I. 


OFFICE AND REASONABLENESS OF 
FAITH. 


1. The condition of faith is not arbi- 


trary. - 


Dealing with rational beings according 
to their rationality, faith, as a condition 
of blessings, is a natural necessity. 
Without faith we would not act from~ 


appfopriate motives. We would not 


- 


. 


voluntarily incur inconvenience, pain, 
peril, losses and crosses for Christ. Nor 
would they have done it in the days of 
our Lord. : 

It is faith in the physician‘and in his 
‘remedies that incites to voluntary appli- 
cation to him for healing when we are 
suffering from disease ; and, so far as that 


“may be God’s way of curing, faith 


‘secures the divine blessing. 
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2. Withot*a plication to Christ the 
-_ proprieties of MPicles could not have | 
been secured. In the absence of the~ 
proprieties they would be out of place 
and unsuitable. Not only so, but mir- 
acles by Christ without evident connec- 
tion with Christ as the agent, at the time 
when they were intended to prove his — 
divine mission, would necessarily defeat 
their supreme intention. They would 
“confirm the unbelief of those who would |. 
not believe in him when the most aston- 
ishing wonders were performed by him. © 

3. If the same wonders were wrought, 
without. evident connection with his 
agency, the prejudiced unbelief would 
seize upon them, and magnify them, and 
attribute them to some other agency, 
and thus defeat the supreme purpose for 
which they were chiefly intended. 


\ 
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ILLUSTRATION BY FAITH IN NATURE 
AND PROVIDENCE. 


This may be illustrated from nature. 
i. Unbelief did not prevent miraculous 


~ mercy merely on account of its sinful- 


ness and demerit, but chiefly, as we may 
suppose, from the natural tendency to 
repress the rational activities that insure 
divine co-operation, by securing the suit-. 


~ able conditions of success. 


2. Just as unbelief in the established 
order of nature must tend to destroy the 
hope that inspires activity in conforming 
to the laws of productive nature, which | 


- is the divine method of temporal bless- 


ing. 
3. Without faith in nature and provi- 
dence we would not plow, nor plant, nor 


labor to conform to the divine method 


of production and sustentation. As the 


- 
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consequence, although God is almighty, © 
and infinite in ‘mercy, delighting not in 
the distress or the death of any, yet if 
unbelief should become universal the 
whole race would perish. : 

‘4. This would be the fatal result, unless 


there should be a radical change in the ei 


present method of the divine adminis- 
tration of the affairs of this world, and 
an entirely new method of life and sus- 
tentation be introduced.. And could it 
be regarded as divinely wise to change 
an established method of administration 


for any results that might occur, as if . 


those results had not been foreseen and 
duly considered by omniscient wisdom. 
when the present system was estab- 
lished ? 
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III. 
WISDOM OF CONFORMING TO METHOD. . 


1. Infinite wisdom and _ goodness 
prompted the providing of the best pos- 
sible method that the nature of the case 
permits. But this best method does not 
insure blessings to the indolent and the 
disobedient, so that they might neglect 
and disobey with impunity. That would 
not only be virtual abrogation of the 
entire economy, but it would be treating 
it with neglect andcontempt. ° 

-2. And would it be real mercy for 
God to encourage man’s indolence, or 
his prejudice, by supplying transgressors 
against nature and providence with the 
same blessings that are secured by those 
who are actuated by obedient faith, and 

‘come into conformity with divinely 
established methods ? 

3. Would not such a deviation from 


the established method of divine bless- 
5 
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ing be extensively injurious to man- 
kind : 

First, by encouraging the indolence or 
the prejudice of unbelievers, by showing 
that, after all, it was a matter of little or no 
~ consequence whether men have faith in’ 
Providence and nature or not, since un- 
believing neglecters may fare just. as well _ 
as those who have faith and conform to 
divine law? And would it not, 

‘Secondly, tend to the discouragement 
of those who endeavor to conform to the 
established economy of conferring divine _ 
favor of nature and Providence, by show- 
ing that such believing obedience is not 
' necessary, since the doubting and the 

’ disobedient may fare just as well. 

4- It is evident that real, intelligent, 
_ practical faith in nature and Providence 
_ is just as necessary in order to secure the 
divine co-operation in obtaining natural 
and providential blessings, as actual and 
actuating faith was necessary in order to- 
secure the divine blessing of sanecalowe 
healing. 
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IV. 


NECESSITY OF LAW OR METHOD IN 
SPIRITUAL THINGS. 


1. This entiré argument may be just 
as éasily applied to spiritual healing now 
as to the performance or the prevention 
of miracles in the days of our Lord. 

2. The Gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ is the divinely established 
economy of salvation during the present 
dispensation. And faith in Christ, as the 
divinely appointed Saviour, is just as 
necessary now in order to intite to 
rational compliance with the gospel 
method, that we may thus secure the 
blessings conditionally promised. 

_ 3. The more widely the gospel pre- 
- vails, and the more perfectly it is demon- 
strated to be the divine method Of sal- 
vation, the greater the blessing to the 
human race. Its conspicuous demonstfa- 
tion will the more effectually excite to 


~ 
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believing compliance with its condi- 
tions. : 

4. It is divine mercy to the human 
race, therefore, for God to sustain and 
honor this divine way of saving. The 
chosen system must be maintained. God 
does not, therefore, save men where the 
‘gospel is proclaimed, except on gospel 
terms. He desires to commend this _ 
divine method of salvation to the world, 
so that all may understand it and may 
have the utmost confidence in it. 

5. If he should save men now in any 
other way, where the gospel comes, the 
divine method would be dishonored. 
Just as the natural and the providential 
method of temporal blessings would be 
dishonored if such blessings could be 
obtained without complying with the 
divinely established conditions. 

6. Asin the case of our Lord’s mir- 
acles, and as in the case of natural and 
providential blessings, any departure 
from the established law or method 
would be a fatal injury. 

7. So in spiritual things. Where the 
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gospel economy is understood, if salva- 
tion could be obtained without faith in 
Christ as the “way, the truth and the 
life,” it would naturally tend to confirm 
the prejudice that refuses to accept this 
divine way of salvation, by showing that, 
after all, faith in Christ is not necessary, 
. since without it sinners may be saved. 

8. Therefore, for sufficient and broadly 
merciful reasons, unto all to whom the 
Gospel comes it brings the indispensable 
conditions which divine wisdom has at- 
tached to the gospel economy. These 
conditions, however, are not arbitrary. 
They are founded in the proprieties of 
the case. 

g. As it was necessary that Christ, in 
his twofold nature, should be manifested 
in his miracles, in order to secure their 
being wrought, the limitation being at 
that point, so Christ, in his saving re- 
lations, must be recognized and accepted, 
in order to obtain salvation through 
him. 
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V. 


MIRACLES IN SPIRITUAL OPERATIONS. ' 


1. Has the age of miracles passed? 
No; we are living in the midst of mir- 
acles wrought by Him on the condition 
of faith. The change is in the field of 
operation. To introduce and establish 
the Gospel dispensation, miracles at first 
were mostly outward, and visible to un- 
believers. They were chiefly wrought 
in the bodies of the subjects and in out- 
ward material things. 

2. But now the miracles are chiefly 
spiritual, and invisible to unbelief. They 
are wrought chiefly in the souls of men. 
Souls dead in trespasses and sins are 
made alive. The blind are made to see. 
The lame walk. The lepers are cleansed. 
Demons are exorcised. 

3. Such a spiritual healer and per- 
former of wonders in the spiritual de- 
partment of the disordered world was 
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long foretold, and ardently expected. 
He was the ‘coming one,” the world’s 
hope. And we need not now inquire of 
him, as John in the prison did, “Art 
thou he that should come, or do we 
look for: another?” The miracles of 
our Lord are being wrought in every 
conceivable form in the souls of men 
every day, every-where. To the filmy 
vision of unbelief all is invisible ;_ but 
to the clarified vision of faith all is mani- 
fest. 

4. Miracles in all departments of the 
operations of divine power are equally 
divine. To human vision the miracle of 
casting out demons, healing the dis- 
eased and raising the dead may appear 
more wonderful than spiritual cures and 
soul transformations. But in reality the 
miracle of the new birth, of soul cure, of 
change of heart and sanctification may 
be just as preternatural and marvelous. 
In any case it is divine efficiency, as 
cause, through faith, as subjective fitness 
and condition. 

ie The instantaneousness and com- 
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pleteness of spiritual _ transformation 
must be just as easy now to him 
who is “the same yesterday, to-day 
and forever” as it was for him to cure, 
to cleanse, and to raise the dead bya 
touch or by a word when he lived here- 
among men, or as will be the literal res- 
urrection of the dead and the trans- 
formation of the living from mortal- 
ity to immortality “in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump.” 

6. The faith that is now the fidiepeis 
able condition of the miracles of. soul 
cure and spiritual transformation is 
specific, and suitable to the present rela- 
tions and offices of Christ. It must in- 
clude all of Christ as the Saviour, and 
exclude all but Christ in saving. He 
must be “all in all.” It is not merely 
historical faith, nor merely doctrinal 
faith. It is the faith of assent and of 
consent, culminating in trust: assenting 
to the gospel plan of saving, which is 
subjection of the mind; consenting to 
it, which is subjection of the will; trust- 
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ing in it, which is subjection of the 
heart; and: thus. the whole of spiritual 
manhood is subdued by grace. 

To God be all the glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 


We have spoken of the manifestations 
of God in and through Christ as being 
conformed to the limitations and pro- 
prieties of his completely human nature. 
And we have noticed also that our Lord 
speaks of it as the indwelling and mani- 
_ festation of the Father when the miracles 
were wrought. And the inquiry may be 
elicited whether there was any distinc- 
tion between the indwelling and mani- 
festation of the Son, the divine Word, 
and the indwelling and the manifesta- 
tion of the Father. 

If it be permissible for man, with pro- - 
found and worshipful reverence, remov- 
ing the sandals from his feet, to con- 
template the mysteries of the Infinite, 
we may deferentially formulate a brief 
meditation on this particular point. 
1. It was not the Father, but the Son-— 
the eternal Word, God with God in the 
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- beginning (John i, 1-3) that took upon 
himself our complete human nature at 
his incarnation. (John i, 14; Heb. i, 
16,17.) 2. It was this completely hu- 
man nature that henceforth formed an 
essential part of the duplex personality 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Two distinct 
and complete natures, the human and 
the divine, vitally united in one duplex 
personality, without being confounded. 

3. If there were distinct operations and 
revealments of the divine Word in his 
incarnate condition they were, doubtless, 
through that simple humanity with 

‘which he became vitally connected; that 
simple humanity retaining its human 
consciousness and its human sensibil- 
ities. 4. The indwelling of the Father 
and‘his manifestations in the miracles of 
Christ were probably not in and through 
the simple manhood of Christ, but in 
and through Christ in his dual person- 
ality; the duplex nature with duplex 
consciousness and sensibilities; with the 
sensibility of oneness and equality on 
the one side, and of difference and in- 
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feriority on the other; and sometimes 
developing the one, and sometimes the 
other. 5. If we should fail to find dis- 
tinct revealments of the dévine Word in 
connection with the human nature in 
which he was incarnated, we may find 
the explanation in the statement of Paul 
‘in Phil. ii, 5-8. 6. The sgv character of 
our Lord’s miracles, when wrought 
through him by the power of the in- 
dwelling Father, was to attest the claim 
and profession of Christ—to have come 
down from heaven; to have been before 
Abraham; to have been sent by the 
Father; to be the resurrection and the 
life, etc. ; 
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